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WASHINGTON, SUNDAY, OCTOBER 5, 1902.

SABBATH CALM DISTURBED BY BATTLES CLAMOR

. JOHN ERICSSON, Inventor of the Monitor.
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The First Day of the WeeR Is Singularly
Selected as the Occasion of Greaf
and Decisive Engagements.

, Union Four Times
- Saved From
] Overthrow on
’ Sundays.

The First Bull Run.

|
Encounter ,
Befween the |
Merrimac and |
Monifor.
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- GEN. GEO. b.
McCLELLAN.
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T is a curious fact that the wost mos=
mentous evenis of the eivil war oe-
curred on Sunday. Indeed, the his-
tory of all Christian nations shows

he Szbbath to be singularly selected by
ate for decisive strife and carnage.

On Sunday, May &, 1861, the first ag-
sressive blow was siruck on the part
: = 3T

the Federal troops. and was entirels
suceessful in all particulars. Some his-
torians give the date as May 6, but Gen
eril Butler, who ought to koow best
states in his book that it was May &
(*“Buller's Book," pages 217-225.)

On Sunday, June 9, 1561, General But
ler, then in command of Fort Mon-
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f the Unlon at the Relay House, eight
giles from Baltimore, The object of the
novement was (o cut the railroad a-r-:u-|
punication between Harper's Ferry and |
¥ashington, as It was supposced that a
arge body of Confedersics WAs assem-
ding at the former place for an mla.;ki

@ the Capital.
Gen. Ben. Buller was io command of

R. E. LEE.

roe, maide all nocessary preparations to
attack the proposing Lo
move against them at midnight, but, as
a matter of fact, the movement began
while ft was still the Sabbath day. For
this reason it might be said that (he
blow was, In a certain sense, struck on
Sunday.

The first

Confederates,

battle of Bull Run will al-
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iways bhe consldered by the world at
"Iurxn. however, the first aggressive
blow struck in favor of the Union in the
civil war. It s almost universally known

Il!’lnl this battle was fought July 21, 1861,

@3

| wnd “Lossing’s History™

In confirmation of the date. July 21,
1
| 1861, was Sunday.

I It s not too daring to assert that the
i!':nnll was four times saved from oyer-
| throw on Sunday. Historians and others
| have paid but meager attention
question as to how often the Union was
near the end of its undivided existence
during the c¢ivil war. From the time

that twa great armles stood opposing
y cach other in Virginia, the Federal Cap-
itn]l behind one and the Confederate Cap-
ital ln the rear of the other, there never
was o day cduring the fearful conflict of
1861-65 when the destruc_jon of either
one of those hostile arm <8 wouid not
have meant the fall of the cause which
it represented,

Proved by the Sequel.

This *- nroved by the sequel. When
the Confederate army surrendered at
Appomattox, the Southern Confederacy
fell with it. Had defeat been with the
Unlon arms the, effect would have been

to the

mey ba citsd

| Unlon depended upon the outcome of o |°

e ol 4 - --/

GEN. U, S. GRANT. - ,

Combat Between Monitor and Merrimac.

part with Magruder in the buttle of Sav-
age's Siatlon, June 20, 1862 {(Sunday.)
On Sunday, September 14, 1862, the
battle of South Mountain was fought,
on which occiusion defeat ‘the
army would have meant almosl inevit-
able disaster to the Union cause. Wash-
ington would In all probability have been
taken. In point of facl, both

|and Halleck gave Washington up as lost

/S on
that
this
thought

who

Story
him t
he

tn MeClellan,

page 535 of “"MeClellan's
they both 1o
city eould not be gaved, but
differently.

At

vfier Antietam, where

sevording

nrotoested

South Mountain.
what was donpe
South Moeuntiain had te be dope over

at

the same in compelling the Union Gov-
terms,
exisl

ernment to accede to Confederat
and two separate nations would

where there is now but one.

Thers were six oceasions iduring the | man up the m

war of 1861-65 when the fate of the

single batrle and a slogle day, Four of
these momenious crises were on Sun-

tuy.
The battle of Savage's Station was
fought on Sunday, June 29, 1832, the

groat declslve event of the Seven Days’
SEherman  with
the then Jeft wing of MceClellan's
had been left in a perilous posi-
tion. Hud he been disnstirously defeat-
ed, that wing of the army would have
keen destroyed, and the balance of the
Union forces would have nundoubitedly
met the snme fate on Monday; the
army would have fallen—that js to say,
the Union would bhave been no more,
Genernl Longsireel, who many clalm
was the ablest military genius produced

figzht, General 10,000
ien

army

by the South during the war, soys:
“Helpzelman ia tarps commander)
crosed the White Oak Swamp

turely and left the rear of MeClellan’s
army exposed, which would have been
fatal had Jackson come up and taken

|

1
]

proma- | result ‘ .
| which may he mentioned the temporars | waves lighted up by the burning Con-
|

| strumen: of

again, McClellan wrote 14, “Me-
Clellan's =1 the sutis-
faction of knowing that God, in his mer-

{page

Story''): have

hiy o second time mode me the in-
saving the nation.' The
other oceasion which he reforred
was, unquestionably South Mountain,
Those v prophetic words of Gen-
eral HBrooks, as the Unlon lineg pushed
up the rugged slops of South Mountain
Cramplon’s Pass that eventful Sun-
day. Ahend of the ilne of battle, with
swaoard in one hand and leading his old

oy,

o

gray warhorse with the other, he ex-

clalmed
“Right up re!  Right up! Every
itatn.  'Tis victory, or

the Union goes., God is fighting on our

side today.™
At
The Union was twice saved (rom over
throw, and iz army from
virtual, If not complete, destruction ol
Choncellorsville. The day of
bBattle was Sunday, May 23, 1843,
The march of Hoeoker from Germanin
and El¢'s Fords of 1the Rapidan iver
on Chancelloreville was, in a certnin
sense, 4 Y'turning’” gmovement, but,
the sequel showeid, «it compelled Hooker
to fleht o battle with n virtually Im-
passable river in his rear, for at (hat
spason- ‘he river could not be crossel
without pontoons—always hazardous in
wiar. At to what else contributed
render the pogition of the Union army
one of perll, there haos been much criti-
clem
By the middle of the afternoon on that
eventful Sunday, the Unlon army. as the
of varlous complications, among

Chancellorsville.
twlee saved
ihe

Inst

as

dizabling of General Hooker so that he
was obliged to turn over the command

Union |

Lincoln |

LR

of the army to Couch, the situation was
a very perilous one. Had (t not been
for the splendid fighting done by Han-
cock and his division, and the prompt
action of General Couch as soon as he
suceceded to the command, the Uion
army, in the cstimation of many com-
petert historians, would have gone to
pleces at Chancellorsviile.
Spottsylvania Court House.

(n Sunday, May 8, 1864, the battle ot
Spottsylvania Court House began. The
echo of the last gun of the great strug-
zle of the Wilderness had pot yet died
away before the thunder of Grant’s ar-
tillery was heard on the Po River.

It has been afirmed by certain au-
thoritles fthat the left flank movement
made by General Grant, by which he
not only turned Lee out of his strong
position in the Wilderness, but reaesed
| the struggle twenty miles south ¢ the
direct road to Hichmond, saved the
| Unlon from dismemberment. This was
|the last perllous day for the Federal
|army and the Federal Government,

' Another Crucial Movenient.

But there was another critieal epl-
sode early in the war that has not been
|mentioned. On no oceasion was the Union
The situntion was in-

and, withal,
The story of how the

| more in peril.
dramatic,
linrly groteszque.

‘f‘nm'o--!vrah‘,-i raleed a vessel sunk, with
ten others, by the Federals Ports-
mouth navy verd, and of this ship made

| tensely pecu-

al

0 monster,
has revolutionized all the pavies of the
world., This monster, the Merrimae,

threntened the entire Unton navy, which |

was powerless aeainst Its Iron sheath-
ing and its deadly guns apd ram, It
| began operations In Chesppeake
which was blockaded by
finest war vessels of the Federals.

of the

Two

EOme

Saturday, March, S, 1862, and then It
leisurely steamed back again to recom-
mence the work of demolltlon on the
morrow.

Merrimac and Monitor.

that morning,
securely bent on the tagk of
annihilation. She pleked out the Minne-
aota, which hard and fast in the
mud In Haumpton Roads,
on her. Then, from beside the Minzsd
gota started forth the mozt curious look
ing eraft ever seen on water. The sali-
| ars called It the box on a
I'ehft.™ It the famous Monitor, de-
signed Ly John Eriesson, a
Swedish engineer, whose inventive

Suadny

Early cn
apiled forth

wWns

“oheese

wils
Captuain

Lo

genius we also owe the serew propelles |

She consiated
top of which
coversd with
the deck,

the hot alr engine.

small Iren hull on
rested a hoat-shuped raft
shevts of fron which formed
Ju top of thix deck, which was about a
yard above the wuter, was an iron eylin-
der, or turret, which revolved by mea-
chinery and carrled two guns. She was
built at New York, and was Intended
tor harbor defense, but the fact that the
Confederates were bullding a  greal
tronclad at Norfolk mede it necessary
to send her to Hampton Romds. The sea
voyage was w fearful ordeal to her crew,
again and agaln she was nlmost wreeked,
tut she managed to weather the storm,
antl early on the evening of March §,
| 1862, entered Hampton Hoads, to see the

and
wi a

greas and the tozs of the masts of the
Cumberland standing above the water to

is well known now since it|S

Bar, |

of these it destroyed on its first <rip, |

she |

and bore down |

The gloom felt among the Unionista that
Saturday evening it would be impossible
to maenify; how much depended upon
the strange engine that steamed into
the waters of the Roads!

The result of the duel between the
lronclads the ensulng Sunday morning
caused a donsequent elatlon which can-
not be deseribed. Neither vessel was
disabled, but the “Merrimac™ had met
her mateh, and was Yalked in her carcer
of destruction.

In three instances the Union arms met
wiih so-called reverses on Sunday that
have been, in two cuases at least. ‘t has
veen contended, warth more to the cause
than n dozen victories. And, indeed, in
| the third instance, the supposed reverse
lor defent has beer shown io have been
of vast benefit to the Union causs.

On Sunday, April 14, 1861, the Amerl-
can fing was furled, and the Faderal
troops, under Major Anderson, evacuated
Fort Sumter.

The world has probably never vet wit-
nessed such a spectncle as that of the
uprising of the great North when word
came that the flag had besn furled and
sumter evacuated In  donsequence of
the Confederate bombardment, Party
| lines all over the North were shattered
{ina single day, and the North arose in
fts might ag one man and resolved that
the Union should be preserved. In a
ngle day, o faltering and undecided
people had been changed, by a blow, into
one nation with n firm intention.

|
I
|
’ Effect of Bull Run.

5

“The battle of Bull Run, fought on
Sunday, July 21, 1861, was, jt has becn
:\\l'll sald, worth more to ihe Unlon
jeause than a dozen victeries. Vietories,
nt the beginning of the war, wounld have
| thrown the North off its guard, and
would have led to disasters later on.

Says an old soldier, in treating of the

ation at this time

“Politicians and n¢
assumed control at ontset, and as-
sumed to command armies and dictate
what should be done, whereas they were
| totally ignorant of first rudiments
lof war. It was sssumed that it wus only
| necessary to puah forward o Mannssas,
fight a baitle, destroy the Conflederate
army, and the work was done. It was
absalutely necessury that some
ingly great disas should oceur to ap-
able the people of Narth to realize
that they I a great war on theip
hat & war must

papers promptly

the

germ-

s hands, anc he fought
jout vu military, iostead of politieal,
| ines. Members of (‘ongress, esven, g
| well as prople in all dep ments of 1fe,

the low

, talked wizsely
there were pone so
just how (he rebel=

the highest ¢
| of the situation, and
| duil but could It
lion could he own

Chickamua APPATENT TOVOTHS,
was, accoripg to the judgment of some
lof the ables i . in reality con-
filucive to filll:l’l'
| The bloos
| Shileh, or Pit
| Sunday, April 7, 15862

important Lattle of
wirg Landing, was fought
This was Grant's

| second great victory, and one of tha
most momentous eagagements of the
war.

On Sunday, April2, 1865, the last great
brttle of the rebellion vas fought soutl
| of Petersburg, Va., the resalt being tha
| total defeat and retreat of the Confed-
| frate army. the downfall of Richmond
and Petersburg, virtually ending hostiti-
tles.

It was on Sunday, April 95 1385, that
the Confederate army, under Robert B.
Lee, surrendered to General Grant at
Appomattox Court House, Va., and thus
the day marks the f{all of the Com-
federacy

tell the fate of that magnificent frigate..
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